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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
This environmental review was completed as a part of the Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) study of the Ames Avenue Safe Mobility Recovery Plan. 
This memo aims to analyze key aspects of the study area to help provide a broad and high-level picture of the environmental resources that have the potential 
to exist within the project area that need to be explored further in the PEL study.  

A literature, desktop, and dataset review was completed for the following: 

• Land Use 
• Floodways and 100-year Floodplain Boundaries 
• Parks and Recreational Resources 
• Historic Property Planning Context Evaluation 

• Hazardous Materials 
• Wetlands and Other Waters of the U.S. 
• State and Federal Listed Threatened and Endangered Species 
• Limited English Proficiency 

Data for this review were compiled from sources including: 

• Douglas-Omaha Geographic Information Systems 
• Federal Emergency Management Administration (FEMA) 
• National Hydrography Dataset (NHD) 
• National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) 
• National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) 
• Nebraska Game and Parks Commission (NGPC) 
• Nebraska Department of Water, Energy, and Environment (NDWEE) 

• Metropolitan Area Planning Agency (MAPA) 2050 Long Range 
Transportation Plan (LRTP) 

• The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) 
• U.S. Census Bureau (USCB) 
• U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) 
• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)

  



4                     Ames Avenue Safe Mobility Recovery Plan  

2.0 PROJECT BACKGROUND 
This project will complete a planning study for Ames Avenue, from N 72nd Street to Commercial Avenue, to identify multi-modal safety improvements and seek 
to establish a plan to immediately address the safety deficiencies for all modes of transportation. The project includes robust community engagement and will 
deploy the PEL project delivery mechanism to streamline the environmental process for future project development. 

2.1 STUDY AREA 
The project is located along Ames Avenue from N 72nd Street to Commercial Avenue in Omaha, Nebraska, with the study area extending approximately 600 
feet north and south of the project centerline. The study area is within Sections 3, 4, 5, and 6, Township 15 North, Range 13 East and Section 1, Township 15 
North, Range 12 East. The project begins at approximately 41.299581° N latitude, -96.023665° W longitude and ends at approximately 41.299576° N latitude, -
95.940634° W longitude (see Appendix A, Figure 1). 
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3.0 LAND USE (PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE) 
A review of both recent and historic aerial imagery (1993 – 2024) provided by Google Earth™ was conducted to identify any major/noticeable changes to the 
study area landscape. The project area is located along a major roadway in Omaha that includes industrial and commercial properties and residential housing. 
Historic aerial imagery did not show a major land shift in use throughout the project area. Minor development can be seen near 7150-7196 Ames Avenue (1999-
2003, 2008-2009) and 4924-4930 Ames Avenue (2005, 2013).  

According to the Metropolitan Area Planning Agency 2050 Long Range Transportation Plan, the project study area is located in the urban core of the Omaha-
Council Bluffs Metropolitan Area. This area, particularly North Omaha, has a history of socioeconomic and environmental challenges that have shaped its 
current land use and future development plans. 

Historically, the urban core area experienced a period of slowing growth and population decline during the 1970s and 1980s, which resulted in a disinvestment 
in many urban neighborhoods. Along with this lack of investment and development effort, the issue is exacerbated by a long-standing environmental challenge: 
soil contamination from a lead-refining plant that operated in eastern Omaha from the 1870s until the late 1990s. While cleanup and remediation efforts are still 
ongoing, this major environmental issue has played a role in slowing development in the area. A portion of Omaha was also noted for non-attainment of the lead 
criteria air pollutant under the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) from 1992 until 2000, when the EPA determined that the county could be 
redesignated to maintenance status on June 19, 2001. 

Currently, North Omaha faces several socioeconomic and transportation challenges. It has one of the highest concentrations of households without access to a 
personal automobile and access to public transportation that services a wide range of job locations. On average, the area experiences longer-than-average 
travel times to job locations due to the westward expansion of the urban core and limited transportation methods.  

The area is zoned for 14 separate categories of development, including: 

• Community Commercial District (CC) 
• General Commercial District (GC) 
• General Industrial District (GI) 
• General Office District (GO) 
• Limited Office District (LO) 
• Mixed Use (MU) 
• Single-Family Residential District (Medium-Density) (R3) 

• Single-Family Residential District (High-Density) (R4) 
• R4 Single-Family Residential District, 35 Foot Setback (R4(35)) 
• Urban Family Residential District (R5) 
• R5 Urban Family Residential District, 35 Foot Setback (R5(35)) 
• Low-Density Multiple-Family Residential District (R6) 
• Medium-Density Multiple-Family Residential District (R7) 
• High-Density Multiple-Family Residential District (R8) 

Despite past challenges, the City of Omaha, along with Council Bluffs and Bellevue, has identified major transportation corridors where redevelopment activities 
are planned as an effort to reverse past trends of population decline and disinvestment. North Omaha has been identified as an area that is anticipated to see 
future commercial employment and growth in particular, and in 2018, it was noted that redevelopment activities in the urban core equaled the amount of new 
housing units permitted outside the area. The MAPA 2050 LRTP outlines potential improvements to be implemented, including enhanced transit services, 
infrastructure upgrades, and redevelopment efforts aimed at improving the overall quality of life for residents by addressing historical socioeconomic and 
environmental challenges. See Appendix A, Figures 2a and 2b for the current zoning layout.  
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4.0 FLOODWAYS AND 100-YEAR FLOODPLAIN BOUNDARIES 
Executive Order 11988 (Floodplain Management) requires that federal entities and agencies avoid, to the extent possible, long- and short-term adverse impacts 
associated with the occupancy and modification of floodplains to avoid direct or indirect support of floodplain development when there is a practicable 
alternative development. The Federal Emergency Management Administration maintains a database of federal insurance administration floodplain boundary 
and floodway maps that was accessed for this assessment. The study area is within panel 31055C0217J, effective 3/25/2025; panel 31055C0236H, effective 
12/2/2005; and panel 31055C0237J, effective 3/25/2025.  

There is one channel in the study area (Cole Creek) that has both a regulatory floodway and floodplain areas. Cole Creek is encompassed by Zone AE 
(Regulatory Floodway), which is a Special Flood Hazard Area that must be kept free of encroachment. Additionally, the creek has both Zone A (100-year / 1% 
annual chance) and Zone X (500-year / 0.2 % annual chance) floodplains that extend both east and west from the channel. A portion of the eastern boundary of 
the study area intersects an Area with Reduced Risk Due to Levee (Zone X), which is the result of the Omaha – Missouri River RB levee system (see 
Appendix A, Figure 3).  
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5.0 PARKS AND RECREATIONAL RESOURCES 
Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation Act of 1966 provides protection to publicly owned parks, recreation areas (including recreational trails), 
wildlife or wildfowl refuges, or any publicly or privately-owned historic site listed or eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places (See 6.0 Historic 
Property Planning Context Evaluation).  
The following are parks or trails that were identified within the study area (see Appendix A, Figure 4): 

• Benson Park 
• Benson Golf Course 
• Fontenelle Park 
• Fontenelle Park / Creighton Boulevard Trail 
• Bluff View Park 

Some parks and recreational resources are also regulated under the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, which establishes a federal funding program 
to assist states in developing outdoor recreation sites. Section 6(f) of the Land and Water Conservation Act ensures that recreational areas that were funded 
through the Act are continually maintained in public outdoor recreation use unless the National Park Service (NPS) approves the conversion in accordance with 
the Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (36 Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] 59.3).  
There were no identified parks or trails within the study area that were either established or redeveloped utilizing LWCF program funds. 
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6.0 HISTORIC PROPERTY PLANNING CONTEXT EVALUATION 
The National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) works to preserve historic and archaeological sites throughout the United States. The NHPA created the 
National Register of Historic Places, the list of National Historic Landmarks, and the State Historic Preservation Offices (SHPOs).  

The National Register of Historic Places database is maintained by the NPS and was reviewed for an official listing of known historic sites and districts. The 
spreadsheet and web-based map provided by NRHP, updated January 28, 2025, indicates two historic properties or eligible properties within the study area:  

• Druid Hall (listed on 7/7/2015) 
• Fontenelle Park; Omaha Parks and Boulevards System Historic District (listed on 4/23/2013) 

Additionally, Monmouth Park School was located within the study area; however, the building was razed in 1995 and delisted from the National Register in 2018 
(see Appendix A, Figure 5).  

A field survey of potentially historic properties was completed by Historic Resources Group, Inc. (HRG) for the study area in June 2025, with six properties 
and/or areas identified that are being recommended for further study during the Section 106 process: 

• 5112 & 5150 Ames Avenue – Single-family residence and Mount Calvary church 
• 4922 Ames Avenue – Mergen House  
• 6553 Ames Avenue – Commercial Building 
• 4343 N 52nd Street – Omaha Home for Boys 
• 4410 36th Street – Omaha North High School 
• 2425 Ames Avenue – Commercial Building 

The full historic property report completed by HRG can be found in Appendix B. 
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7.0 HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
Hazardous materials include substances or materials that have been determined by the Environmental Protection Agency to be capable of posing an 
unreasonable risk to health, safety, or property. Hazardous materials may exist within the study area at facilities that generate, store, or dispose of these 
substances, or at locations of past releases of these substances. Examples of hazardous materials include asbestos, lead-based paint, heavy metals, dry-
cleaning solvents, and petroleum hydrocarbons, all of which could be harmful to human health and the environment. The Nebraska Department of Water, 
Energy, and Environment (formerly the Department of Environment and Energy) maintains records of regulated facilities that have active permits or programs 
throughout the state, and the EPA Enforcement and Compliance History Online (ECHO) database also provides information related to facilities of EPA Interest. 
Fifty-six (56) regulated facilities were identified within the study area and are listed in Table 1 and Table 2 in Appendix C. 
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8.0 WETLANDS AND OTHER WATERS OF THE U.S. 
Resources from the United States Geological Survey (USGS) National Hydrography Dataset (NHD) and the NDWEE were reviewed to obtain data relating to 
water resources and their relation to the project area. The project is located within the Little Papillion Creek (Hydrologic Unit Code [HUC] 102300060204) sub-
watershed, which covers approximately 37,805 acres, and the Carter Lake-Missouri River (HUC 102300060601) sub-watershed, which covers approximately 
16,528 acres.  

Executive Order 11990 (Protection of Wetlands) mandates federal agencies to minimize the destruction, loss, or degradation of wetlands. It requires agencies to 
avoid adverse impacts to wetlands wherever possible, and to include consideration of wetlands in their decision-making process. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service maintains the National Wetlands Inventory database that assists in identifying potential wetlands through a combination of remote sensing and field 
confirmations.  

According to the NWI, the following are wetland or other Waters of the U.S. resources that were identified within the study area: 

• 1 – Palustrine, unconsolidated bottom, semipermanently flooded, excavated pond (PUBFx) 
• 1 – Palustrine, unconsolidated bottom, intermittently exposed, excavated pond (PUBGx) 
• 1 – Riverine intermittent, streambed, seasonally flooded, excavated stream (R4SBCx) 

See Appendix A, Figure 6 for a map of the identified features and their location. 
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9.0 THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES 
9.1 ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT 
The Endangered Species Act (ESA) was signed into law in 1973 and was created with the intent to reverse the trend towards extinction that many plant and 
animal species were facing at the time, whatever the cost. Nebraska has 32 threatened or endangered species, including 16 species that are only protected on 
the state level. The ESA provides protection to the included plants and animals by prohibiting their import, export, take, possession, sale, or transport. The ESA 
also includes the designation and protection of critical habitat areas, both occupied and unoccupied by species, which are essential for the species’ 
conservation.  

9.1.1 U.S. Fish and Wildlife: Information for Planning and Consultation Results 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service maintains the Information Planning and Consultation (IPaC) tool, which is used to generate a list of federally listed threatened 
and endangered species that have the potential to occur within the study area. 

IPaC identified the following species that have the potential to occur in the project area: 

• Northern Long-eared Bat (Myotis septentrionalis) – Endangered 
• Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus) – Threatened 
• Pallid Sturgeon (Scaphirhynchus albus) – Endangered 
• Monarch Butterfly (Danaus plexippus) – Proposed Threatened 
• Suckley’s Cuckoo Bumble Bee (Bombus suckleyi) – Proposed Endangered 
• Western Regal Fritillary (Argynnis idalia occidentalis) – Proposed Threatened 
• Western Prairie Fringed Orchid (Platanthera praeclara) – Threatened 

IPaC did not identify any designated critical habitat within the project area. IPaC noted that bald eagles are likely present within the project area. A copy of the 
IPaC report can be found in Appendix D. 
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9.2 NEBRASKA NONGAME AND ENDANGERED SPECIES CONSERVATION ACT 
The Nebraska Nongame and Endangered Species Conservation Act (NESCA) is a state law that prohibits any person from “exporting, taking, possessing, 
processing, selling or offering for sale, delivering, carrying, transporting, or shipping threatened or endangered species.” NESCA requires that any state agency 
authorizing, funding, or carrying out any action must consult with the NGPC to review for any potential to negatively impact any listed species. 

9.2.1 Nebraska Game and Parks Commission; Conservation and Environmental Review Tool 
The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission created the Conservation and Environmental Review Tool (CERT) as an interactive system for streamlining the 
environmental review and consultation process. The CERT can provide information for state-listed species, as well as biological diversity, protected lands, and 
other natural resources. 

CERT identified the following species that have the potential to occur in the project area: 

• Northern Long-eared Bat (Myotis septentrionalis) – Endangered 

CERT identified the study area within the Missouri River Biologically Unique Landscape. A copy of the CERT report can be found in Appendix E. 
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10.0 LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY 
The U.S Department of Transportation (DOT) Policy Guidance Concerning Recipients’ Responsibilities to Limited English Proficient (LEP) Persons (Federal 
Register Vol 70, No 239) describes that populations likely to include persons with Limited English Proficiency, who are served or encountered by DOT programs 
or projects, should be considered when planning language services. Limited English Proficiency can be described as individuals or populations that do not 
speak English as their primary language and who have a limited ability to read, write, speak, or understand English. 

U.S. Census data is utilized to determine the languages spoken in and around the project location, broken down into block groups within individual U.S. census 
tracts. LEP persons/groups will include all persons who speak a language other than English, and also speak English “less than very well” as defined by the 
American Community Survey. 

The project study area is located in Omaha, Douglas County, Nebraska, and more specifically: 

• Census Tract 4, Block Group 2 
• Census Tract 6, Block Groups 1 and 2 
• Census Tract 7, Block Group 1 
• Census Tract 8, Block Groups 1 and 2  
• Census Tract 56, Block Group 1 
• Census Tract 58, Block Group 1 
• Census Tract 59.01, Block Group 1 
• Census Tract 59.02, Block Group 1 
• Census Tract 60, Block Groups 1-5 
• Census Tract 63.02, Block Groups 1, 3, and 4 
• Census Tract 63.03, Block Groups 1 and 2 

See Appendix A, Figures 7a and 7b for a breakdown of Census Tracts and Block Groups, and Appendix A, Figures 8a and 8b for U.S. Census population 
data.  

According to the data from the American Community Survey, 2023 5-Year Estimates (Table B16004) for the above census tract and block groups, there are 
multiple non-English speaking LEP populations that exceed the standard NDOT LEP outreach triggers of 5% of the population, or 1,000 persons (see 
Attachment F).  
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APPENDIX A: FIGURES 
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Figure 3 - Flood Hazard Areas Map
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Introduction 
This Project is located in Omaha, Douglas County, Nebraska along Ames Avenue beginning at 
72nd Street and extending east to Florence Boulevard (see Figure 1 for Vicinity Map).  This project 
corridor is approximately four miles in length. Ames Avenue is a major east/west roadway through 
North Omaha. The project would develop a plan to improve safe multimodal transportation for 
vulnerable road users through a corridor-wide, safe system approach to planning and 
implementation on Ames Avenue. The project will develop an ultimate vision for transportation 
infrastructure on the corridor but does not include construction at this stage. This report is being 
submitted to provide a records scan of known historic resources and an overview of properties that 
may meet minimum survey standards for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP). This effort supports future planning and compliance with Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). The report has been prepared by Historic Resources Group, 
Inc., a federally certified woman owned small business historic preservation consulting firm,

s Professional Qualifications Standards in
the areas of history and architectural history to identify historic properties within the Area of 
Potential Effect (APE) for this undertaking.

Project Description 
This project will complete a planning study for Ames Avenue, from 72nd Street to Commercial 
Avenue, to identify multi-modal safety improvements and seek to establish a plan to immediately 
address the safety deficiencies for all modes of transportation. The project includes robust 
community engagement and will deploy the PEL project delivery mechanism to streamline the 
environmental process for future project development.

Area of Potential Effect/Environmental Study Area 
The area of potential effect (APE) for Section 106 purposes is defined at Sec. 800.16(d) as the 
geographic area or areas within which an undertaking may directly or indirectly cause alterations 
in the character or use of historic properties, if any such properties exist.  The APE is influenced 
by the scale and nature of an undertaking and may be different for different kinds of effects caused 
by the undertaking. The architectural/structural APE for standing structures in this undertaking 
was determined to take into account any possible visual as well as physical impacts of a future
project.  The APE is drawn broadly to recognize the presence of any historic properties present.  
The architectural/structural APE consists of a linear corridor that extends generally 100 feet from 
the centerline of Ames Avenue along the project alignment. The map at Figure 2 identifies the
corridor.  This area will identify any possible resources present and recommend areas for future 
study that may be affected from future construction activity The project APE was reviewed by the 
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consultant team, the City of Omaha, and the Nebraska Department of Transportation (NDOT) In 
May 2025. 

Methodology 
A field survey of potential historic properties was conducted by HRG, Inc. in June 2025 by Melissa 
Dirr Gengler (architectural historian) with HRG, Inc. Prior to field survey, a records search at the 
Nebraska State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and the City of Omaha Historic Preservation 
division was conducted to document any previously identified historic properties within the APE. 
The field investigation identified and documented any standing structures within the APE that 
were approximately 45 years old or older, listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register 
of Historic Places or previously surveyed by the Nebraska (SHPO) or the City of Omaha. Survey 
methodology for this report incorporates the 

, and the 
. Standing structures were identified in this report through reconnaissance 

level windshield field survey, use of aerial photography, and existing records research. 

Properties that were previously surveyed typically have been assigned a City of Omaha survey 
number. Because not all properties have been assigned survey numbers, this effort provides a Field 
Number (FN) to each property in numeric order, in this case from 1 to 226. This allows for 
consistency in mapping and identification throughout the report. Each property included in the 
survey is identified in an illustrated table. Table 1 lists only those properties listed in the NRHP 
or previously recommended NRHP eligible. Table 2 adds those properties that have been 
previously surveyed to the previously recommended NRHP eligible, and those listed in the NRHP.
Table 3 includes all properties surveyed. Each property surveyed is mapped at Attachment A.
Properties surveyed included those that are approximately 45 years old or older. 

National Register Criteria for Evaluation 
When evaluating historic properties, the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) is the 
primary source by which they are identified for protection under Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966.   Criteria for determinations of eligibility are set forth in 36 
CFR Part 60.4 (70) and are described in 

.  For a property to be determined eligible it must meet at least one 
of the four NRHP criteria and retain a high degree of historic integrity.  Location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeling and association are the seven aspects of integrity defined by the 
NRHP.  In general, a property will always possess several, and usually most, of these aspects. 
Historic significance may then be present in one of four categories: important historic events
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(Criterion A); significant people in history (Criterion B); significant architecture, design, or 
property type (Criterion C); and potential to yield important historic information (Criterion D).

Local Landmark and National Register Criteria for Evaluation 
The City of Omaha is a Certified Local Government (CLG) and maintains a historic preservation 
commission that has the authority to survey, evaluate, and designate locally significant landmarks 
to the city. Locally designated landmarks are not automatically considered NRHP eligible. Review 
and evaluation criteria for local landmarks are established by the municipality and can mimic the 
NRHP significance criteria but can also augment and enhance those criteria to incorporate locally 
important resources and/or events. Properties that contribute to the significance of the local 
community can be designated local landmarks, but that does not translate to those properties also 
being eligible for the NRHP. There are no locally designated landmarks within the APE for this 
study. 

Existing Documentation/Known Resources 
Preparation for the historic resource field survey for this undertaking began with a search of 
existing survey files maintained by the City of Omaha.  These files include information gathered 
on previously surveyed properties within the study area, historic context information, National 
Register nominations, and locally designated historic landmarks where appropriate.  
historic preservation survey information available through GIS mapping online was consulted 
regarding properties 45 years old and older in the survey area. This area has been studied through 
previous survey efforts and the completed in 2016 by Alley 
Poyner Macchietto Architecture was also consulted.

The Omaha Park and Boulevard System is a property listed in the NRHP, and one of the resources 
that contribute to that district nomination is within the project corridor. 

There are two NRHP listed properties within the APE for this undertaking. They include the 
properties at:

2412 Ames Avenue, Druid Hall, 1920, DO09:0233-003 (FN108)

4405 Fontenelle Blvd., Fontenelle Park, DO09:0342-001 (FN173)-Omaha Park and 
Boulevard System
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There are three properties that have been previously surveyed and recommended eligible for the 
NRHP. They include the properties at:

2202 Ames Avenue, 1938, Former Fire Station, DO09:0148-008 (FN110)

4023 Ames Avenue, 1829 Ames Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church, DO09:0341-005
(FN180)

4430 Florence Blvd, Commercial, 1910, DO09:0146-040 (FN225)

There are 18 properties that have been previously surveyed and assigned a city of Omaha historic 
building survey number. These properties have not been evaluated for NRHP eligibility but have 
been included in previous studies. They include the properties at:

7000 Military Avenue, Benson Park, DO09:0566-001 (FN127)

3927 Ames Ave., 1910, DO09:0341-013 (FN184)

4410 N. 36th Street, Omaha North High School, 1925, DO09:0341-002 (FN190)

2567 Ames Ave., Residence, 1890, DO09:0231-076 (FN209)

2563 Ames Ave., Residence, 1895, DO09:0231-075 (FN210)

2559 Ames Ave., Residence, 1891, DO09:0231-074 (FN211)

2553 Ames Ave., Residence, 1895, DO09:0231-073 (FN212)

2523 Ames Ave., Residence, 1900, DO09:0231-071 (FN213)

2519 Ames Ave., Residence, 1900, DO09:0231-011 (FN214)

2511 Ames Ave., Residence, 1900, DO09:0231-069 (FN215)

2505 Ames Ave., Residence, 1890, DO09:0231-068 (FN216)

2425 Ames Ave., Commercial, 1926, DO09:0231-010 (FN218)

4432 N. 21st St., Residence, 1915, DO09:0146-129 (FN220)

4428 N. 21st St., Residence 1920, DO09:0146-128 (FN221)

2017 Ames Ave., Residence, 1910, DO09:0146-051 (FN222)

2015 Ames Ave., Residence, 1911, DO09:0146-050 (FN223)

4430 Florence Blvd., Commercial, 1910, DO09:0146-042 (FN224)

1901 Ames Ave., Commercial, 1924, DO09:0146-161 (FN226
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Field Survey and Evaluation 
The project area was initially examined to determine the type of resources present and the 
approximate area to be included in the survey.  On-site analysis of any property previously 
surveyed in the APE was completed by HRG to assess the existing condition, integrity, and 
significance of properties. Information gathered included identifying the current condition of the 
properties and verifying their eligibility status based on any previous reporting. Any new 
properties surveyed were digitally photographed and mapped.  All surveyed properties are 
documented in the illustrated table at Tables 2 and 3 and are mapped in Attachment A.
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Area History and Background 
The area surrounding this neighborhood has a rich a diverse history. When Omaha was founded 
in 1854, North Omaha was primarily open rural acreages where many wealthy citizens built larger 
river front properties.1 It was also home to the Trans-Mississippi & International Exposition in 
1898 that further spurred development. Additionally, rail access to and from downtown Omaha 
through streetcar lines, like the Belt Line Railroad (later renamed the Omaha Belt Line, and 
hereafter referred to as the Belt Line), and the Union Pacific Railroad shops impacted development 
and employment bringing new immigrants for railroad labor.2 The built environment today reflects 
much of this important early development. The mix of residential properties with commercial 
buildings represents a live/work type of neighborhood unique to several of the small 
neighborhoods and communities in Omaha and that was not reflected downtown. In this area,
single family residences were built adjacent to and near the commercial buildings that provided 
services to the residents.

This study corridor is approximately four miles long. The character and nature of the built 
environment changes as Ames Avenue progresses west toward 72nd Street. At this intersection 
there are many contemporary commercial buildings like offices, restaurants, and grocery stores.

Early History 
Portions of this survey area, largely at the east end, lie within the former Saratoga townsite. Erastus 
Beadle formed Saratoga as part of a company of men from Saratoga Springs, New York who came 
to Nebraska Territory in 1856 as land speculators. He founded the Sulphur Springs Town Company 
and soon the booming community of Saratoga was established. North 24th Street and Ames Avenue 

continued to grow and thrive with hotels, blacksmith shops, lumber yards, a school, church, and 
social organizations. By 1866, much of the area was platted as part of the Kountze Place 
subdivision, and by 1877, Saratoga was annexed into Omaha but retained its identity as a strong 
community neighborhood. With annexation came other services, including a fire station that was 
opened around 1880. The Belt Line was established in 1886 and served the area with both 
passenger and freight services. It became a significant transportation resource for the area with
their depot at North 22nd and Ames called the Oak Chatham Station. A large YMCA athletic park 

 
1 During its settlement Saratoga was closer to the river than the neighborhood is today. Within one-half mile is 
Carter Lake which was formed as a former oxbow of the river as it changed channel. The river was a main 
transportation corridor when Saratoga was initially settled and freight was shipped in via boat, then hauled 
overland to the settlement. As a result two distinct areas of Saratoga grew; the docks where temporary buildings 
provided services and unloading stations before goods were shifted to land transport and the main downtown at 
North 24th and Ames. 
2 
Survey. 2016, 1-7. 
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was opened at the northeast corner of North 24th and Ames in 1899 and it was home to track and 
field athletic competitions, bicycle races, trap shooting, baseball and tennis. Commercial 
development closed the fields by the 1930s. Saratoga thrived during the 1920s with many of the 
buildings present in the district today serving community and social needs. From the 1890s to the 
1960s the intersection of North 24th and Ames was a busy commercial district with street cars, 
automobile traffic, and social activity. In 1924, the Commercial Avenue addition between Florence 
Boulevard and Commercial Avenue was incorporated into the neighborhood. It was advertised 
with large lots suitable for factories and businesses because of the location along the Belt Line. 
Companies that located along this corridor included the Omaha Motor Car Factory, The Stroud 
Company Factory, J.F. Bloom and Company, and later Lozier Company. Though passenger 
service on the Belt Line ended in the early 1900s it remained an important commercial and 
industrial line in Omaha. Additionally, established streetcar lines were then prospering for personal 
transportation across town.3

General Area History and Development 
Commercial development in the northern neighborhoods was often focused along arterial streetcar 
routes with a concentration developed along North 24th and Lake Streets. This area of Omaha 
commerce was largely populated by Jewish and African American business owners. During the 
decade between 1910 and 1920 many African Americans came to Omaha, attracted by 
employment opportunities. However, by the 1920s Omaha was legally segregated and practiced 
redlining and restrictive covenants in newer western Omaha neighborhoods that limited where 

 
3 www.northomahahistory.com 
accessed 16 March 2021. 
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population in the north side neighborhoods can be seen at that time.4

North Omaha suffered during the Great Depression, like the rest of the city. Residents here were 
especially hit hard, as many were the first to lose employment and housing. The struggle of the 
1930s contributed to strengthening many communities, but the legalized practice of housing 
segregation meant that a shift in population concentration was inevitable. In 1920, 28% of residents 
within the North 24th and Lake Streets Historic District was African American and by 1940 that 

area within the Near North Side neighborhood bounded by 20th Street, 30th Street, Locust and 
Cuming Streets by the 1930s.5

This area was a thriving community that served a diverse population into the 1960s. In 1963 when 
the Fair Housing Act was passed, many African Americans began moving into this area. At the 
same time, diminished city investment in the community was seen across the landscape of this 
North Omaha neighborhood. In the 1960s, commercial buildings were demolished, and the Belt 
Line was removed in the 1980s leaving an empty corridor.

Many buildings in the area today date from the turn-of to the early-twentieth century and represent 
a mix of commercial and residential architectural styles.

 
Crossing Ames Avenue within the APE for this study is the Omaha Park and Boulevard System.
This system includes approximately 26.5 miles of roads and 1,650 acres of park land across the 
city. It was developed by noted landscape architect H.W.S. Cleveland between 1889 and 1918. 
Cleveland worked with Frederick Law Olmsted on Prospect Park in Brooklyn, New York and also 
designed the Minneapolis Park and Boulevard system.6

-century 
contributed to the city planning for quality-of-life amenities which included the park and parkway 
system. Omaha voters approved a $400,000 bond issue in 1891 to purchase land for new parks and 
a Park Commission was established to see the project through construction. Fontenelle Park and 
Fontenelle Boulevar
involvement in the design between 1889 and 1894. It was part of the original group of parks which 
also included Hanscom, Elmwood, Bemis, and Miller parks.7

 
4 Ibid. 1-7. 
5 APMA for City of Omaha. Reconnaissance Level Survey for North Omaha.  
6 Mead and Hunt. Omaha Park and Boulevard Historic District National Register Nomination. 
7  
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th to North 
42nd Streets. Fontenelle Boulevard intersects Ames Avenue just east of North 45th Street, within 
this project s study area.
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Survey Summary Results and Evaluation-Standing Structures 
Field survey included 226 properties that met minimal standards for survey methodology. These 
include a variety of property types from offices, gas stations, restaurants, commercial buildings, 
churches, and single and multiple-family residences. There are two NRHP listed properties within 
the APE for this undertaking and three properties that have been previously recommended eligible 
for the NRHP.

The two NRHP listed properties include the following properties at:

2412 Ames Avenue, Druid Hall, 1920, DO09:0233-003 (FN108)

4405 Fontenelle Blvd., Fontenelle Park, DO09:0342-001 (FN173)-Omaha Park and 
Boulevard System

 
The three properties that have been previously surveyed and recommended eligible for the NRHP 
are the following:

2202 Ames Avenue, 1938, Former Fire Station, DO09:0148-008 (FN110)

4023 Ames Avenue, 1829 Ames Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church, DO09:0341-005 
(FN180)

4430 Florence Blvd, Commercial, 1910, DO09:0146-040 (FN225)
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Table 1 below illustrates the NRHP Listed and NRHP eligible properties within the APE.
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Summary of Findings 
The purpose of this report is to provide a screening of the existing built environment within the 
APE for this PEL study. This report identifies and evaluates those properties that meet minimum 
survey standards, as defined in the methodology section above, to inform later, more detailed 
environmental reviews. This project is based on safe mobility and it is likely that construction 
work would take place within the existing right-of-way and may require temporary easements. 
There is a low likelihood of adverse effects considering the project understanding today. This could 
change at any time as project specifics are identified.

Eligible and listed properties are identified above. No other recommendations for NRHP eligibility 
are being made at this time, but there are several areas where additional study should be undertaken 
when the full Section 106 report is prepared in the future. The other 221 properties that have not 
been evaluated for NRHP eligibility are a mix of property types and the neighborhood shifts from 
commercial to residential, back to commercial again throughout the four-mile length of the 
corridor. 

There are several properties and/or areas that would warrant further study as part of the Section 
106 evaluation. They are briefly described below.

5112 & 5150 Ames Avenue (FN28)
This property is comprised of a single-family residence and the Mount Calvary church. The 
residence is a one-and-a-half story brick Craftsman style with crossed clipped gables and a hollow 
tile detached outbuilding that could be a supplemental residential building. The property is 
physically and functionally related as the church owns the residence as well. Additional study 
should identify if the properties have a significant association.

4922 Ames Avenue (FN31)
This property known as the Mergen House is a two-story brick Italianate residence built in 1873. 
It would be among the earliest constructed properties in the area. The house is difficult to access 
and view because of its deep setback from the street and associated surrounding multi-family 
residential buildings. Additional study would be required to determine if this property retains 
physical integrity. Its age and relative rarity should be considered.

6553 Ames Avenue (FN129)
This commercial building was constructed in 1967 and is currently vacant. It has recently housed 
a variety of restaurants but may have originally been operated as a social or community dance hall. 
The building is entirely clad with faux stone cladding and has a large port cochere with the same 
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cladding. It also appears to retain the original signpost. Additional study should establish whether 
the building retains physical integrity and if the context of the property type is significant.

4343 N. 52nd Street (FN165)
This property is the Omaha Home for Boys and the north end of the campus abuts Ames Avenue. 
It is a collection of brick buildings in a campus like setting with various construction dates.
Additional study would be required to account for the number of buildings, their style and 
construction dates, and physical integrity.

4410 N. 36th Street (FN190)
Omaha North High School is a massive three-story building designed by Omaha architect John 
Latenser and constructed in 1925. Additional study would be required to assess multiple additions 
and changes to the property over time.

2425 Ames Avenue (FN218)
This one-story commercial building is toward the east end of the study area. It was built in 1926 
and was identified as the former Piggly-Wiggly grocery store. It should be assessed if there is some 
commercial or community significance of the building and if it retains physical integrity.
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Table 2.  

Illustrated Table of Previously Surveyed, NRHP Eligible, and 
NRHP Listed Properties 
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Table 3 
Illustrated Table of all surveyed properties 
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Ames Avenue with 72nd Street at left. 
 
 

 
 
Ames Avenue from N. 66th Street to N. 62nd Street. 
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Ames Avenue from N. 61st Street to N. 57th Street. 
 
 

 
Ames Avenue from approximately N. 57th Street to N. 53rd Street. 
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Ames Avenue from N. 52nd Street to N. 49th Avenue. 
 
 

 
Ames Avenue from N. 49th Avenue to N. 46th Street. 
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Ames Avenue from N. 46th Street to N. 42nd Street. 
 
 

 
Ames Avenue from N. 41st Street to N. 37th Street. 
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Ames Avenue from N. 37th Street to N. 33rd Street. 
 
 
 

 
Ames Avenue from N. 33rd Stret to N. 29th Street. 
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Ames Avenue from N. 29th Street to N. 25th Street. 
 
 

 
Ames Avenue from N. 25th Street to Florence Boulevard. 
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Ames Avenue from N. 21st Street to Commercial Boulevard. 
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APPENDIX C: NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF WATER, ENERGY, AND ENVIRONMENT AND 
THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY REGULATED FACILITY TABLES 
Table 1: Nebraska Department of Water, Energy, and Environment Regulated Facilities 

Facility ID Facility Name Street Programs 
10520 Lozier Corporation West Plant 4224 N 22nd Street RCR, PCS, AIR, TL3, RA, RAP, TRI 
10889 Ames Laundry 6057 Ames Avenue RA 
10942 Firestone Tire & Service Center 5914 Ames Avenue LST 
10968 Tincher North Omaha 6002 Ames Avenue LST, TL3, PRR 
11009 Tu Auto Sales 6105 Ames Avenue IWM 
11015 Martinizing 5624 Ames Avenue LST, PRR 
11040 Smith Service Center Inc. 6013 Ames Avenue RCR, LST 
11727 Craters & Freighters 4227 N 21st Street PCS 
11799 Simpson Supply 4401 Florence Boulevard LST 
11877 Good Stop by Casey’s 4414 N 30th Street RCR, TL3, LST, PRR 
11896 North High School 4410 N 36th Street AIR, LST, PCS 
11909 Saratoga Elementary School 2504 Meredith Avenue LST 
14087 Mission Foundry Inc 4401 N 22nd Street AIR, LST, RCR, IWM 
14519 BJ’s 4122 Ames Avenue TL3, LST, PRR 
14668 NP Mart 5608 Ames Avenue TL3, LST 
14768 Phillips 66 Food Mart 4219 N 60th Street LST, TL3, IWM, PRR 
15230 Benson Park & Golf Course 5333 N 72nd Street LST 
17159 Walmart SuperCenter 3151-00 5018 Ames Avenue PCS, RCR 
18958 Big Jim’s Plus Inc 3024 Ames Avenue TL3, LST, PRR, RA 
18985 Burger King 4404 N 60th Street PCS 
20313 Blue Patriot Fab 4309 N 26th Street RCR 
20346 Omaha Police Department 4316 N 30th Street LST, SF 
20358 Herbie’s Auto Service 5802 Ames Avenue LST, RA 
20377 Goodies Food Shop 4145 Ames Avenue TL3, LST 
20587 Ronald Graeve Construction 3828 Ames Avenue LST 
49159 Fontenelle Park 4405 Fontenelle Boulevard LST, PCS, PRR 
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Facility ID Facility Name Street Programs 
49167 KMart 4126 7100 Ames Avenue RCR, TL3, LST 
49626 Universal Terrazzo & Tile Co 4213 N 20th Street LST 
58919 US Mills Building 4301 N 30th Street AIR, LST 
58978 Sub Zero Transportation Inc 4402 N 23rd Street AIR, RCR, TL3 
59001 CenturyLink 4618 N 30th Street AIR, TL3, LST 
59771 Obeco Truck Equipment Co Inc 4400 N 30th Street RCR, RA, PRR 
60233 Coastal Mart Inc 9200 4115 Ames Avenue TL3, LST, PRR 
60394 Young’s 66 Service 4423 N 30th Street TL3, LST, PRR 
61484 Silverstone Inc 2815 Taylor Street RCR, AIR, LST, IWM 
61553 Omaha Fire Station 41 4515 N 61st Street LST 
62180 Sub Zero Transportation Inc 4515 N 24th Street LST 
62185 Noons Beauty Salon 4924 Ames Avenue LST 
63826 Habitat for Humanity of Omaha 2204 Ames Avenue LST, RCR 
72383 Team Tires Plus 131 5921 Ames Avenue RCR 
73600 Street Vincent’s Home 4500 Ames Avenue LST 
84865 The Home Depot Store 3202 4545 N 72nd Street RCR, TL3 
85965 Fort Street Christian Church 15801 Butler Avenue PCS 
86820 PepperJax Grill 4403 N 72nd Street LST 
87346 MAT Benson Park Transit Center 7000 Military Avenue PCS 
88373 Druid Hall Junction N 33rd Street & Manderson Street PCS 
90521 Nebraska Blau Gas Co 4120 N 27th Street BF 
95017 FNB 50th & Ames Retail Branch 5006 Ames Avenue PCS 
100855 North Omaha Transit Center 4308 N 30th Street PCS 
104243 Skinner Magnet Center 4304 N 33rd Street PCS 
105765 Cox Communications Omaha LLC 4901 Ames Avenue TL3 
111693 Metro Health Services FCU 4444 Ames Avenue LST 
115573 Ames Plaza 5804 Ames Avenue RA 
117359 Butler-Gast YMCA 3501 Ames Avenue ESP 

Clean Air Act (AIR); Brownfield (BF); Environmental Safety Program (ESP); Groundwater (GW); Intergraded Waste Management (IWM); Leaking Storage Tanks (LST); NPDES 
Permits and Compliance (PCS); Petroleum Release Remediation (PRR); Release Assessment (RA); Remedial Action Plan (RAP); Resource Conservation Recovery (RCR); 
Superfund (SF); SARA Title III (TL3); Toxic Release Inventory (TRI). 
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Table 2: Environmental Protection Agency Regulated Facilities 

Facility Registry Service ID Facility Name Street Programs 
110001519731 Browns Automotive 3804 Ames Avenue AIRS/AFS, ICIS-AIR 
110001520113 Unlimited Auto Repair 3802 Ames Avenue AIRS/AFS, ICIS-AIR 

Air Facility System (AIRS/AFS); Integrated Compliance Information System for Air (ICIS-AIR) 
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APPENDIX D: U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE INFORMATION FOR PLANNING AND 

CONSERVATION REPORT 
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APPENDIX E: NEBRASKA GAME AND PARKS COMMISSION CONSERVATION AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW TOOL 
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APPENDIX F: COMMUNITY ANALYSIS (U.S. CENSUS DATA) 
Table 3: Language Demographics by Census Block Group (Source: American Community Survey 2023 5-Year Estimates [Table B16004]) 

Block Group Name: Total Est. Pop % Population Age 5 and Above 
Only Speaks English 

Languages other than English Spoken by 5% of 
Greater of the Total Population Age 5 and Above 

Block Group 2; Census Tract 4; 
Douglas County; Nebraska 

510 90.78 

Spanish 
Indo-Euro 
Asian 
Other 

8.2% 
0.9% 
0.0% 
0.0% 

42 
5 
0 
0 

Block Group 1; Census Tract 6; 
Douglas County; Nebraska 

866 69.05 

Spanish 
Indo-Euro 
Asian 
Other 

30.9% 
0% 
0% 
0% 

268 
0 
0 
0 

Block Group 2; Census Tract 6; 
Douglas County; Nebraska 

519 97.30 

Spanish 
Indo-Euro 
Asian 
Other 

2.6% 
0% 
0% 
0% 

14 
0 
0 
0 

Block Group 1; Census Tract 7; 
Douglas County; Nebraska 

1,026 77.00 

Spanish 
Indo-Euro 
Asian 
Other 

3.6% 
0% 
0% 
19.3% 

37 
0 
0 
199 

Block Group 1; Census Tract 8; 
Douglas County; Nebraska 

1,019 75.86 

Spanish 
Indo-Euro 
Asian 
Other 

6.3% 
0% 
7.9% 
9.8% 

65 
0 
81 
100 

Block Group 1; Census Tract 56; 
Douglas County; Nebraska 

844 94.43 

Spanish 
Indo-Euro 
Asian 
Other 

0% 
2.2% 
3.3% 
0% 

0 
19 
28 
0 

Block Group 1; Census Tract 58; 
Douglas County; Nebraska 

546 67.95 

Spanish 
Indo-Euro 
Asian 
Other 

11.7% 
2.5% 
17.7% 
0% 

64 
14 
97 
0 

Block Group 1; Census Tract 59.01; 
Douglas County; Nebraska 

992 74.29 

Spanish 
Indo-Euro 
Asian 
Other 

25.4% 
0% 
0% 
0.3% 

252 
0 
0 
3 
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Block Group Name: Total Est. Pop % Population Age 5 and Above 
Only Speaks English 

Languages other than English Spoken by 5% of 
Greater of the Total Population Age 5 and Above 

Block Group 1; Census Tract 59.02; 
Douglas County; Nebraska 

965 76.37 

Spanish 
Indo-Euro 
Asian 
Other 

17.4% 
0% 
1.4% 
4.7% 

168 
0 
14 
46 

Block Group 1; Census Tract 60; 
Douglas County; Nebraska 

543 46.04 

Spanish 
Indo-Euro 
Asian 
Other 

26.3% 
0% 
21.3% 
6.2% 

143 
0 
116 
34 

Block Group 2; Census Tract 60; 
Douglas County; Nebraska 

609 97.37 

Spanish 
Indo-Euro 
Asian 
Other 

0% 
0% 
0% 
0% 

0 
0 
0 
0 

Block Group 3; Census Tract 60; 
Douglas County; Nebraska 

570 91.58 

Spanish 
Indo-Euro 
Asian 
Other 

2.8% 
0% 
0% 
0% 

16 
0 
0 
0 

Block Group 4; Census Tract 60; 
Douglas County; Nebraska 

697 100.00 

Spanish 
Indo-Euro 
Asian 
Other 

6.8% 
0% 
0% 
0% 

48 
0 
0 
0 

Block Group 5; Census Tract 60; 
Douglas County; Nebraska 

1,278 60.41 

Spanish 
Indo-Euro 
Asian 
Other 

39.5% 
0% 
0% 
0% 

506 
0 
0 
0 

Block Group 1; Census Tract 63.02; 
Douglas County; Nebraska 

986 58.72 

Spanish 
Indo-Euro 
Asian 
Other 

4.9% 
1.1% 
34.6% 
0.5% 

49 
11 
342 
5 

Block Group 3; Census Tract 63.02; 
Douglas County; Nebraska 

2,178 64.74 

Spanish 
Indo-Euro 
Asian 
Other 

10.6% 
1.9% 
22.5% 
0% 

233 
43 
492 
0 

Block Group 4; Census Tract 63.02; 
Douglas County; Nebraska 

551 94.37 

Spanish 
Indo-Euro 
Asian 
Other 

0% 
0% 
4.5% 
1.0% 

0 
0 
25 
6 
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Block Group Name: Total Est. Pop % Population Age 5 and Above 
Only Speaks English 

Languages other than English Spoken by 5% of 
Greater of the Total Population Age 5 and Above 

Block Group 1; Census Tract 63.03; 
Douglas County; Nebraska 

1,428 55.67 

Spanish 
Indo-Euro 
Asian 
Other 

2.7% 
31.7% 
9.8% 
0% 

39 
453 
141 
0 

Block Group 2; Census Tract 63.03; 
Douglas County; Nebraska 

1,376 73.26 

Spanish 
Indo-Euro 
Asian 
Other 

0.6% 
0.9% 
25.1% 
0% 

9 
13 
346 
0 
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